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Patent applications to Asian patent authorities from the United 
(1) 
States, E. U. and Japan are dramatically increasing in Asia. The 
TRIPs (Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property 
Rights) in GA TT (General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade) and U. 
S. initiatives on protecting IPR (intellectual property rights) have 
(2) 
strengthened the establishment of IPR regimes in this region. 
Meanwhile, massive capital flows and spectacular economic growth in 
the 1980s have spurred the NIEs (Newly Industrializing Economies) 
and ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations) countries to 
import middleand high-tech manufacturing technologies. With the 
＊本稿は， 1997年10月2日WashingtonD.C. で開催されたシンポジウム Intellectual
Property: Japan and the New Asia (Japan Information Access Project主
催）において発表した筆者の研究報告の一部をまとめたものである。
(1) For additional information on the growing nombers of U.S. and Japanese 
patent applications and features in their patent strategies in Asia, see Nikkei 
Business, 21 October 1996, 96-100 and Nihon Keizai Shimbun, 15 July 1997 
(Morning) , p .1. 
(2) See Sylvia Ostry, " Technology Issues in the International Trading System" 
in Market Access after the Uruguay Round, by the OECD. Paris: OECD, 1996, 
151-155. 
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rapid increase in crossborder technical collaborations among various 
multinational firms, it has become necessary for Asia to develop IPR 
(3) 
regimes. The recent allocation of huge expenditures constituting a 
large percentage of GNP (Gross National Product) in R&D (Research 
and Development) has further enhanced the protection of IPR in these 
(4) 
countries. 
Japan's Economic Cooperation and Patent Strategy 
In view of Japan being the top Official Development Assistance 
(5) 
(ODA) contributor and one of the major investors in manufacturing 
(6) 
sectors in Asia, Japan has expanded its cooperative efforts to establ-
(3) For analysis of trading in technology sectors between Japan and Asia, 
see Agency of Science and Technology, Nikon no Gijyutsu no Jittai [Situation 
of Japan's Technology Exports], Tokyo: Printing Department of Ministry 
of Finance, 1996, 6-8, and Kagaku GガyutsuShihyo [Japan's Science and 
Technology Indicators], Tokyo: Printing Department of Ministry of Finance, 
1997, 284. 
(4) The Economist, 18 May 1996, p.90 
(5) According to The 1996 W kite Paper on Japanese Official Develooment Asist-
ance (ODA), published by Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan's assistance 
for FY 1995 reached□ 1,385.4 billion, a slight increase of O. 6 percent from 
the previous year (in dollar terms the amount was $14, 728 billion) , up 
9. 3 percent year-on-year. Of the 34 recipient countries of Japan's ODA, 17 
were Asian countries. Of the 10 largest recipients of the Japan's bilateral 
aid, 8 were Asian countries. Asian countries as a whole received a total 
of $5. 54 billion, or 57. 3 percent of total bilateral aid from Japan in 1994. 
Gaimush6 Keizai Kyoryokukyoku, W agakunino Seifu Kaihatsu Enjyo ODA 
Hakusho ]yokan (Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Economic Cooperation Bureau, 
Whole Paper on Japanese Official Development Assistance Vol. 1, 1996, 
p.80. 
(6) According to the 1997 JETRO (Japan External Trade Relations Office) 
W kite Paper on Investment, Japan's direct foreign investment in FY 1995 
came to $ 50. 694 billion, a significant increase of 23. 5 percent from the 
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ish an IPR regime in developing countries. Since the late 1980s, Japan 
has made a number of bilateral and multilateral cooperative agreem-
ents, particularly with Asian nations. 
Following the Plaza Accords in 1985, many Japanese companies 
transferred their production bases and research and development 
facilities to Asia, particularly to the NIEs, in order to respond to 
product market demand rapidly. Japanese trade with Asia finally 
(7) 
surpassed Japanese trade with the United States and EU in 1996. 
While Japan's trade and investment have flourished in Asia, howev-
er, there have been more complaints concerning infringement of 
Japanese intellectual proprietary rights. This has resulted in an increase 
in the number of Japanese patent applications to guard against infringem-
ents by local entities. In 1996, the Japan Industrial Design Promotion 
Organization (JIDPO) conducted a survey on the problems faced by 
Japanese companies abroad. Out of 1,041 valid responses, 207 
previous year. By region, direct investment in North America ranked first, 
rising 27. 7 percent to $22. 76 billion with the largest share going to the 
United States. The second largest amount ($12. 26 billion) was directed 
toward Asia, with the amount invested in China and Thailand rising sharply. 
Looking at Japanese direct investment abroad, the manufacturing industry 
increased investment by 35 .1 percent from the year before to $18. 62 billion 
in FY 1995. Among the largest contributors were the electric machinery 
and appliances sectors. JETRO, Nippon 1997: Business Facts and Figures, 
JETRO, 1997, p.80. 
(7) According to JETRO, Japan's foreign trade in 1996 was broken down 
into exports of 44,731.3 billion yen and imports of□ 37,993.4 billion, up 
7. 7 percent and 20. 4 percent respectively from the previous year. Trade 
with Asia increased to levels on par with industrialized regions: exports to 
Asia accounted for 44 percent of Japan's total exports, while imports from 
Asia accounted for 37 percent of Japan's total imports. JET RO, op. cit. , 
p.63 
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companies complained about IPR infringements, and 80 percent of the 
violations were in Asia. This survey shows that most Japanese firms 
intend to protect their proprietary technologies and porducts by stepp-
ing up patent application efforts. This situation has also made Japan 
take the initiative in developing an IPR framework in Asia. An 
effective IPR system is fundamental for developing high-tech domestic 
(8) 
industries and for facilitating trade and investmert. 
Japanese electronics firms have already taken major steps to guard 
their products from counterfeiters in Asia. Sony Corporation, for inst-
ance, is scheduling a sharp increase in patent protection efforts in 
China, Malaysia, and several other Asian countries over the next 
three years. It has opened an office in Hong Kong to monitor its 
intellectual property rights throughout Asia. In 1993, Sony applied 
for 600 patents in six Asian countries, including China and South 
Korea and applications nearly doubled to 1, 195 in 1996. The office in 
Hong Kong will help speed this process. In the meantime, Hitachi 
Ltd. , Toshiba Corporation, Fujitsu Ltd., NEC Corp. and Canon are 
(9) 
considering reinforcing their intellectual property divisions. 
Inadequate IPR protection systems, a lack of capable administrators 
(8) The seven members of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) have agreed to establish patent and trademark agencies, probab-
ly in 1998, to strengthen intellectual property right protection in the region 
Thailand will take the lead in establishing the trademark agency, while the 
Philippines wil take charge of the patent agency. ASEAN hopes the establishm・ 
ent of trademak and patent agencies will help improve and maintain a 
positive investment climate in the region, as competition with China, India 
and Central and South American countries to attract investment intensifies. 
(Nikei Wekly, 18 November 1996, p. 32) 
(9) NikkeiWeekly, 8 April 1996, p.22 
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and management experts and difficulty with enforcement are the major 
obstacles Asian countries need to overcome in order to have sustaina-
ble technological development. Japan, in this respect, has been cooperat-
ing with these countries to develop their IPR regimes through various 
positive measures. Japan's policy proposals can be categorized as 
(10) 
follows. 
• Human Resources Development. The purpose of this initiative 
is to upgrade the quality and quantity of current large-scale 
training programs for civil servants and private sector staff 
and to exchange experts in IPR related fields. 
● Computerization and IPR Mall Plan. Japan has been cooperat-
ing in a project called" IP Information Mall Plan" to 
computerize Asian patent offices. The aim is to network the 
databases of Asia-Pacific patent offices via the Internet. 
● Cooperation in patent Research and Substantive Examination. The 
purpose of this proposal is to provide more countries with 
information on previously examined Japanese applications so 
that those coliltries can refer to them when examining correspond-
ing domestic applications. This will drastically reduce the 
cost of transactions. 
● Cooperation in IPR Enforcement. Japan has been urging the 
private sector to improve IPR enforcement and aims to enh-
(10) " The Report of the Commission on Intellectual Property Rights in the 
Twenty-First Century" [21 seki no Chiteki Zaisanken wo Kangaeru Kondankai 
Hookokusho], in Toward the Era of Intelectual Creation [Korekarawa Nihon 
mo Chiteki Soozou Jidai]. Tokyo: Japan Patent Office, 1997, 89 
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Table 1. Japan's Cooperative Efforts To Develop an 
IPR Framework in Asia 
Organization Program Objective 
WIPO Japan Fund Round Table Seminar 
Dispatching experts 
Training program 
JII & AOTS The Asian-Pacific Industrial Established for training 
Property Center (APIPC) activities 
JPO Providing informition on Providing 200 substantive 
previously examined Japanese examination results to 
applicat10ns Thailand in 1994 
JICA & JII Training program at APIPC Accepting about 20 trainees 
every year 
JICA Training programs cooperating Accepting 10 trainees every 
with Kyoto Comparative Law year 
Center" Dispatching to Thailand and 
D1spatchmg long-term experts Indonesia 
(in-house consultant) 5-year-project to IDP 
(Thailand Intellectual 
Property Department) 
JETRO Dispatching short-term experts One expert to China 
Planning to expand expert 
dispatching in future 
JPDC Dispatching experts from the One expert to Malaysia 
private sector 
Source: Compiled from Tsusho Journal, April 195, 25, and Tokkyo Kenkyu (Patent Studies), 
Vol.2., September 196, 50~51. 
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ance protection through effective regional piracy investigation. 
To implement these policies in developing countries, various 
cooperative programs are being provided by WIPO (World 
Intellectual Property Organization), the Japan Fund, JIII 
(Japan Institute of Invention and Innovation), AOTS (Associa-
tion of Overseas Technical Scholarships), JPO (Japanese Pat-
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ent Office), JICA (Japan International Cooperation Agency), 
JETRO (Japan External Trade Organization) and JODC 
(Japan Overseas Development Corporation). 
WIPO Japan Fund 
Japan has been supporting WIPO's programs for technology transf-
er to developing countries for decades. However, greater demands 
for Japanese cooperation have emerged in recent years. In response, 
Japan started the Japan Fund to establish an IPR system in the ESCAP 
(United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the 
Pacific) region. The budget was approved in the 1987 Diet budget 
session. This fund is alocated separately to WIPO apart from Japan's 
contribution quota. The Japanese Patent Office coordinates with WIPO 
in various IPR schemes. Japan has been able to promote its own 
views concerning the project and observe the project in detail. 
From 1987 to 1996, the WIPO Japan Fund conducted seventeen 
symposiums, seminars and workshops in India, the People's Republic 





D 30. 84 
D 46. 3 (each year) 
D 92.66 
Source : Japanese Patent Office 
(1) The Kyoto Comparative Law Center was founded in 1981 as an academic 
research institution. The center is undertaking studies and research on legal 
problems in areas such as intellectual property rights and consumer issues 
as was commissioned by national and local government bodies, private 
companies, and law firms. 
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of China, Australia, Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand, Indonesia, Hong 
Kong, the Philippines, South Korea, and Vietnam. This fund has also 
dispatched fifty IPR experts to the People's Republic of China, India, 
Vietnam, Thailand, Indonesia, the Philippines, South Korea, Malaysia, 
Vietnam, and Mongolia to train local officials. Meanwhile, the 
Japanese Patent Office accepted 92 officials from India, Indonesia, 
South Korea, Malaysia, Mongolia, Thailand, the Philippines, and 
Vietnam and provided them with training in patent and trademark 
examination procedures, design and service mark examination practice, 
utility model examination and the patent computerization program. 
The Asia-Pacific Industrial Property Center (APIC) 
The APEC meeting held in 1996 concluded with the issuance of 
guidelines for promoting and liberalizing trade, investments and 
technological cooperation, which reflect the aims of the Bogor Declara-
tion. In advises member countries to specifically take IPR into considera-
tion. The JPO then announced its plan to accept 1,000 trainees in 
the IPR field from both public and private sectors by the year 2000. 
(12) 
In response to the request from the JPO, the JII established the APIC 
(Asia-Pacific Industrial Property Center) on April 1, 1996, to expand 
and strengthen its training activities. 
As approved by the JPO, the AOTS and the JIII will operate an 
industrial property rights training program. This program plans to 
(12) The Japan Institute of Invention and Innovation (]III) has been working 
for the promotion of inventions and the development of industrial property 
system since it was established in 1904. 
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accept 1,000 trainees, approximately 800 of whom will be from the 
private sector in the Asia-Pacific region. These trainees will be 
representatives from business enterprises, law firms, research institutes, 
and official agencies. The courses are designed to provide participants 
with a deeper understanding of the international IPR protection system, 
which is essential for proper system management in each country. 
The acceptance of so many trainees from the private sector into a 
Japanese training program is an unprecedented event. APIC is cooperat-
ing with AOTS in handling administrative matters, and each industrial 
property office is responsible for recruiting applicants from respective 
countries. In the 1996 program, trainees came from China and South 
Korea as well as from ASEAN countries such as Thailand, Malaysia, 
Indonesia, and the Philippines. The following are training courses 
(13) 
conducted by APIC: 
• Industrial Property Rights Training Course for Management. This 
course is for middle-and senior-management personnel or 
people holding equivalent positions in private companies, law 
firms, research institutes, and educational organizations with 
sufficient know ledge on industrial property rights. 
• lndustガalProperty Rights Training Course for Administrative Staf. 
This course is for the personnel of private companies, law 
firms, research institutes, and educational organizations 
specializing in industrial property rights matters. 
Both training courses last for 6 months, starting in October and 
(13) Asia-Pacific Industrial Property Center Brochure (1996-1997) . 
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ending in March of the following year. 
Cooperation on Patent Examination by the Japanese Patent Office 
In response to a request from Thailand's IPD (Intellectual Property 
Department) , JPO has been helping with the establishment of Thailand's 
patent examination system since July 1994. The purpose is to provide 
more countries with information on already-examined Japanese applica-
tions so that Thailand and other Asian countries can refer to them 
when examining corresponding domestic applications. A total of 89 
patent examination results were provided in 1995, and 47 results were 
given in 1996. This support is expected to shorten the examination 
(14) 
procedure in Thailand. 
(15) 
JPO Helps To Build Thailand Industrial Property Rights Center 
The growing concern over protecting intellectual property rights in 
Asia has prompted Japan's Patent Office to announce a□ 500million 
($4. 63 million) loan to Thailand to build an industrial property rights 
center. The JPO is planning to help establish the system in a region 
where patent infringement problems are rampant and where an increas-
ing number of Japanese firms are operating. JPO is also helping the 
Philippines build a trademark-retrieval system. 
(14) Japan Patent Office, Tokkyocho Nenpo, Vol. 49, 1997, 64 
(15) NikkeiWeekly, 17 June 1996, p.2. 
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Training Program Undertaken by JICA and JIii: Group Training 
(16) 
Course in Industrial Property System 
In cooperation with the JICA and JIII, the JPO has been accepting 
trainees from 1979. Their aim has been to train staff so that they 
can contribute to policy development in the industrial property system 
and its management. The course has been designed to provide 
knowledge about the Japanese industrial property protection system. 
The participants are administrative staff and examiners from develop-
ing countries who are now engaging or will engage in intellectual 
property administration in future. Reviewing the contents of the original 
IPR course to meet current management needs, two courses were set 
up in 1996: Industrial Property Rights for Management and Industrial 
(17) 
Property Rights for Administrative Staff. Both of the courses are 
conducted at APIC, as mentioned earlier. In 1996, 29 trainees were 
accepted from 20 countries. Subjects covered in the training through 
lectures, discussions and visits to companies include a general introduc-
tion to industrial property and related laws, the role of patent informa-
tion and industrial property, the role and function of the JPO, the 
economic value of patents and intellectual property management in 
firms. 
(16) The Japanese patent Office, op. cit., p.63. 
(17) Both courses were undertaken at the Asia-Pacific Industrial Property 
Center. 
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JICA Training Course Cooperating with Kyoto Comparative Law 
Center: International Intellectual Property Rights in Technology 
(18) 
Transfer Course 
The objective of this course is to promote cooperation in establish-
ing an effective IPR framework in developing countries, which is 
essential for efficient high-tech transfer. The areas of training include 
IPR legal practices and technology transfer. About 10 trainees are 
accepted every year and are staff involved in technology transfer-
related policies and IPR policymaking. This course started as a 
"technical trade course" and changed its name to "International 
Intellectual Property Rights Course" in 1991. 
The JICA and KCLC started the " China Intellectual Property Course" 
separately in 1994. Subjects covered in training are a general overview 
of Japanese law, Japanese intellectual property rights protection (includ-
ing case studies) , the Japanese patent examination, infringement of 
patent and utility model, the function of JPO, the Japanese Copyright 
Act, protection of computer software, protection of trade secrets, 
biotechnology-related laws, suspension of release by customs authorities, 
IPR and Antimonopoly Law, technology-transfer contracts and so on. 
Trainees are given a choice to select either the industrial property 
law or IPR policy class. A tutorial system is also available for 
individual research. 
(18) JICA, Kikokukennshuin Follow Up節 kokusho[Follow up Report on Ex-
participants'Evaluations] 1995, 39. In this report, the results of a questionnaire 
given to former participants are presented to improve the courses. 
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(19) 
JICA'S Long-Term Experts Dispatch (In-House Consultant) 
JICA dispatched one in-house consultant to Thailand's DIP (Departm-
ent of Intellectual Property) to give advice on comprehensive industrial 
property administration in 1993. In 1994 and 1996, JICA did the same 
for Indonesia and Vietnam respectively. 
JICA's Project-Type Technical Cooperation (The Industrial Property 
(20) 
Information Center in Thailand) 
The Japanese goverment responded to a request by Thai governm-
ent to establish the IPIC (Industrial Property Information Center) und-
er the Department of Intellectual Property of the Ministry of Commerce 
of Thailand. Through the Japan International Cooperation Agency 
(JICA) , Japan sent a Preliminary Survey Team in July 1994, an 
Expert Survey Team from January to February in 1995 and an 
Implementation Study Team in April 1995. 
The cooperative five-year technical project, which commenced on 
July 1, 1995, provides the Thai staff with the JPO's expertise and 
office automation know-how, as well as computers. Moreover, train-
ing has been provided to Thai staff in Japan. Since 1984, the Japanese 
Patent Office has been promoting its office automation system as the 
first paperless system in the world. 
(19) The Japanese Patent Office, op. cit., p.63. 
(20) Industrial Property Information Center (IPIC) , Heisei 8 nendo Thaiokoku 
kogyoshoyuken jyoh6 center kyouryoku jigyo project ni kakawaru kokunai 
kyouryokutaisei seibigyomu hokokusho [Report of the Project on the Industrial 
Property Information Center] IPIC Project, 1996, 90. 
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(21) 
Outline of the IPIC system covered by the cooperation 
The IPIC system is a computer system which forms the foundation 
for the peoject's objective of" improving the examination capability 
of the Department of Intellectual Property under the Ministry of 
Commerce, and [making] the industrial property information more 
accessible to the public users." The system is used to organize various 
industrial property databases at the computer center within the Departm-
ent of Intellectual Property. The databases to be organized are as 
follows: 
● Industrial property documents within Thailand 
Patent applications 
・Patent publications 
・Other relevant documents 
● Japanese industrial property documents Patent Abstract of 
Japan(PAJ) 
• Patent publications (kokai, kokoku) 
Industrial property documents from Europe and the United States 
are planned to be included in the future. 
(22) 
Dispatch of Japanese experts 
To promote this project, experts have been sent to Thailand since 
its commencement in 1995. The chief advisor, project coordinator 
and industrial property informaion and computer system experts are 
(21) IPIC, op. cit. , p. 94. 
(22) IPIC, op. cit., p.101. 
llO 
甲南経営研究 第39巻第 2号 (1998.9) 
dispatched for long-term periods. Patent examiners, IPR information 
system engineers, hardware engineers, software engineers and software 
trainers are dispatched for short-term periods. 
(23) 
Training in Japan 
Trainees are also accepted for this project. The following 2 train-
ing courses werc organized at the JPO and other relevant agencies 
for 5 weeks fromN ovember 5 to December 17, 1995. The 4 trainees 
were divided into 2 groups. 
• Training for the DIP management officers. Objective: Inspec-
tion of the present status of the industrial property information 
administration in Japan. 
● Staff in charge of the development of the industrial property 
information system. Objective: Acquisition of knowledge 
necessary for the development of the industrial property informa-
tion system. 
JETRO's Short-Term Dispatching of Experts to China 
IPR infringements in China have already become a serious international 
(24) 
issue along with the U.S. -China bilateral trade issue. Though Japan 
has appealed to China to strengthen its IPR protection system, pres-
ent enforcement of IPR law is insufficient and public understanding 
of IPR is stil at a low level. In particular, trademark infringements 
are increasing because of inadequate enforcement by the government. 
(23) IPIC, op. cit. , p. 103. 
(24) Far Easte切 EconomicReview, 8 May 1997, p. 29. 
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Public recognition of trademarks is also low. Therefore, raising the 
general level of understanding in China about IPR protection and 
enacting effective laws are of utmost importance. JET RO began 
dispatching experts to China in 1993 to help China build a more 
effective IPR protection system and to educate Chinese firms and the 
public on the significance of IPR protection through seminars by 
Japanese experts. In 1996, seminars on the registration system of 
trademarks in Japan were held in Beijing, Shanghai, Nanjing and 
Guangzhou with the cooperation of the JPO to discuss examination 
procedures and the protection system of famous trademarks in Japan. 
In February 1997, three seminars on the" International Trend of 
Trademark Protection" and" The Situation of Japanese Trademark 
Protection" were held in Beijing, Shenyang and Hangzhou by patent 
agents and experts from the trademark section of the JPO. A total 
of 258 people participated in these seminars in 1997. 
Perspectives for a More Appropriate IPR System in China 
In a report on IPR seminars in China, JET RO's Trade Developm-
ent Department outlined the following points most needed in China 
(25) 
for better IPR protection. The JET RO seminars are based on this 
analysis. 
(26) 
• Enlightening and Improving the IPR System 
(25) Nikon節 ekiShinkokai節 ekiKaihatsu Bu, [Report on IPR Seminar (China) J. 
JET RO, 1993, 16-17. 
(26) So long as the average consumer regards intellectual property as a legal 
abstraction, the problems of counterfeiting and piracy of goods wil continue 
to thrive. WIPO has been urging ASEAN government to embark on programs 
112 
甲南経営研究 第39巻第 2号 (1998.9) 
Seminars and consultations discussing roles of the system 
Organizing groups for inventors 
Organizing groups of applications 
Educating patent agents 
• Disseminating IPR Information 
Providing technological information about patents and 
trademarks both inside and outside of China and making 
information channels, such as utilizing public libraries 
and newsletters by certain groups. 
Establishing information providing organizations 
• Urging government Agencies to Disclose Patent Information 
JODC Short-Term Expert Dispatching to Malaysia 
As a part of Japan's economic and technical cooperation in the 
private sector, the Japan Overseas Development Corporation (JODC) 
(27) 
has provided financing and dispatched experts to developing countries. 
In 1997, the JODC dispatched an IPR expert to Malaysia to provide 
personnel development guidance. 
Conclusion 
The initiative being undertaken by ASEAN countries to strengthen 
of public education. Many developing countries regard this kind of program 
as a community service that should be provided by intllectual property owners 
in conjunction with their local partners. 
(27) The JODC was established in 1970 as a non-profit organization, supported 
by the Japanese government and funded by private organizations. In dispatches 
experts to private business in developing countries. 
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the establishment of IPR regimes to promote their trade and enlarge 
investment volumes in the high-technology, value-added manufactur-
ing sector has now become a focal point of Japanese cooperative 
efforts to develop an IPR protection system in the Asia-Pacific region. 
In 1996, ASEAN leaders endorsed the Intellectual Property Plan, a 
two-year action plan for implementing an IP agreement to strengthen 
the framework of intellectual property rights. To carry out the IP 
plan, an ASEAN expert group has begun making recommendations to 
build a regional electronic network and create an IP database and to 
(28) 
develop a common system of patents and trademarks. 
Japan's active involvement in the development of IPR regimes in 
Asia by providing human resources for overall IPR management, 
particularly in the field of training patent examiners, and substantive 
examination of patent applications is not only noteworthy but timely, 
Japan's cooperation has been conducive to the promotion of high-tech 
domestic industries and the acceleration of the pace of trade and 
investment ventures. 
Japan's position as the largest official development assistance 
contributor in Asia and as a major investor in the region makes it 
natural and logical for Japan to take the initiative in development of 
regional IPR regimes and technology policies. Evidence of Japan's 
increasingly crucial role in IPR issues lies in her involvement in 
APEC's (Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation Forwn) IPR sector discus-
(29) 
sions and in the WIPO Asia Regional Forum, recently convened by 
(28) The]ournalofProprietaryRights, June 1996, p.25. 
114 
甲南経営研究 第39巻第 2号 (1998.9) 
Japan with participation by 23 Asian nations. Although some may 
question the maturity of Japan's leadership, the positive outcomes of 
Japan's efforts cannot be overlooked. Japan has taken significant 
steps toward the development of human resources for an IPR system 
; now is the right time for Japan to assert its vital leadership role 
(30) 
by displaying and mobilizing its " will and skill." 
(29) To liberalize and facilitate trade and investment, intellectual property 
rights are treated as an independent sector in APEC's " Action Plan." 
Various forms of cooperative activities have been started, such as the promo・ 
tion of dialogue among members; preparation of contact lists of experts 
including private persons; research on current conditions of intellectual prop・ 
erty protection, well-known trademarks, and administrative systems in the 
APEC region; a study on enforcement; and implementation of the TRIPs 
Agreement. Japan, as the chair of the APEC's IPR meeting, has been 
energetically leading discussions on specific measures of the " Action Plan" 
and their implementation 
(30) The Asian Forum of the WIPO, jointly sponsored by the WIPO and 
the JPO, was convened from September 10-12 in Tokyo. Officials of 23 
Asian countries'patent offices attended the conference. As the first met・ 
ing of its kind, the main themes of discussion were the need to accelerate 
worldwide promotion of the intellectual property system such that there is 
a fair balance between right-owners'interests and the public interest and 
that the benefits of intellectual property flow to a large cross-section of 
society; the utilization of IPR for sustainable economic development; 
modernization of IPR in Asia; information technology and network building; 
human resource development in Asia for effective IPR management, especial・ 
ly the intensification and broadening of human resource development and 
training programs for different target groups in different areas of intellectual 
property in least developed countries; IPR strategy; Asia's common regional 
patent database; and ways to protect IPR in the information era (based on 
joint statement adopted by Japanese Patent Office and The WIPO Asian 
Regional Forum, 11 September, 1997) . 
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